
14 October 2025

19:00 – 20:00

Room Nr. 017, 

Ground floor,

Landshuter Str. 4,

Regensburg

 

EU ACCESSION – 

A CHALLENGE FOR UKRAINE AND THE EU

 

Prof. Dr. Rainer Wedde, 

Wiesbaden Business School, 

Member of the Board of the German-Ukrainian 

Jurists’ Association, Co-leader of the Legal Section 

of the German Association for East European Studies

WORKSHOP AND SEMINAR

The Center for Interdisciplinary Ukrainian Studies 
“Denkraum Ukraine” (“Think Space Ukraine”) 
at the University of Regensburg brings together expertise 
in Ukrainian history, culture, politics, law, and economics.
Serving as an internationally recognized hub 
for knowledge and communication, it fosters
interdisciplinary research and education on Ukraine.

The Center is financed by the DAAD 
(German Academic Exchange Service) through funds 
from the German Federal Foreign Office (AA) 
from 2024 to 2028. 

The workshop is co-organized by “Denkraum Ukraine” 
and the Institute for East European Law.

Working Languages: English (Ukrainian, German).

KEYNOTE LECTURE

UKRAINE’S EU ACCESSION PROCESS:

ESTABLISHING AND SECURING 

RULE OF LAW STRUCTURES 

IN THE LONG-TERM

12-19 October 2025
Research Centre for Eastern and Southeastern Europe,

Landshuter Straße 4, 93047 Regensburg, Germany

Ukraine's desire to join the EU remains unchanged. However, 

the process is both lengthy and complex. Ukraine must overcome

numerous challenges, including legal ones. At the same time, 

EU enlargement to include countries such as Ukraine and Moldova, 

as well as those in the Balkans, would pose challenges for the EU. 

With 27 member states, the EU is already reaching its organisational

limits. The keynote speech will present a number of arguments 

on this topic, leading into a discussion.



Sunday, 12 October 2025

Arrival of the participants from Ukraine, leisure time for the participants from Ukraine

Monday, 13 October 2025

Institute for East European Law, 2  floor

nd

10:00–11:00 Registration, opening get-together with coffee, snacks, and group photo

11:00–12:30 Guided tour of Regensburg’s old town, meeting point Landshuter Straße 4

12:30–13:30 Lunch break

13:30–14:00

(Room Nr. 213, 

2  floor)

nd

Official Opening and Welcoming Remarks 

Prof. Dr. Guido Hausmann, Head of the History Division at the Leibniz-Institute for East and

Southeast European Studies and Professor at the University of Regensburg. Co-Chair of

the DAAD Center for interdisciplinary Ukrainian Studies “Denkraum Ukraine” / “Think

Space Ukraine” 

Prof. Dr. Martin Löhnig, Chair of Civil Law, German and European Legal History and Canon

Law, University of Regensburg, Academic Director of the Institute for East European Law

14:00–15:30

(Room Nr. 213, 

2  floor)

nd

Constitutional Law 

Emeritus Prof. Dr. Udo Steiner, former Federal Constitutional Court judge, University of

Regensburg: The Constitutional Court in Legal Discourse (German with consecutive

Ukrainian translation)

Prof. Dr. Gerrit Manssen, Chair of Public Law, in particular German and European

Administrative Law, University of Regensburg: The Legal Principle “Rechtsstaat” (Rule of

Law?) in German Constitutional Law

15:30–16:00 Coffee break

16:00–18:00

(Room Nr. 017, 

Ground floor)

Freedom of Expression, Media, and NGO Freedoms 

Dr. habil Natalia Mushak, Professor of International and European Law at State University

“Kyiv Aviation Institute”, Lecturer at the Adam Mickiewicz University Poznan: The

European Court of Human Rights Practice and Freedom of Expression in Ukraine

Adrian Gruber, Research assistant at the Chair of Public Law, in particular German and

European Administrative Law, University of Regensburg: The Constitutional Complaint as

a Guarantee of Rule-of-Law Oversight

Vladyslav Murachov, Bachelor’s student at Yaroslav Mudryi National Law University,

Kharkiv: How are Freedom of Expression, the Media and Civil Society Affected in Wartime

in the Context of Ukraine’s Integration to the EU?

Tuesday, 14 October 2025

09:00–10:30

(Room Nr. 213, 

2  floor)

nd

NGO’s and Local Governance as Elements of Democratisation in Ukraine 

Prof. Dr. Dmytro Luchenko, Vice-Rector for Research at Jaroslav Mudryi National Law

University, Kharkiv: NGOs as an Element of Democratisation in Ukrainian Society (in the

Context of Freedom of Expression of Opinions and Beliefs) (Ukrainian, English

presentation slides) (online)

Alona Mykhnia, Master’s student at Yaroslav Mudryi National Law University, Kharkiv:

Decentralization as a Tool for Strengthening Local Governance and Rule of Law in Post–

War Ukraine

10:30–11:00 Coffee break

11:00–12:30

(Room Nr. 213, 

2  floor)

nd

Democratic Elections in Post–War Ukraine 

Dr. Vitalina Sheverieva, PhD in Law, Yaroslav Mudryi National Law University, Kharkiv: The

Issue of Pre–Election Campaigning and Remote Voting in the Next Elections of Ukraine

Yurii Chovhan, Master’s student at King Danylo University, Ivano–Frankivsk: Post–War

Democratic Elections

Diana Luchenko, Bachelor’s student at Yaroslav Mudryi National Law University, Kharkiv:

E-Voting as a Tool for Post-War Democracy

12:30–13:30 Lunch break

13:30–14:00

(Room Nr. 213, 

2  floor)

nd

Introduction to the Group Work Assignment and Division into Working Groups 

Prof. Dr. Gerrit Manssen, Chair of Public Law, in particular German and European

Administrative Law, University of Regensburg

Dr. Oleksandr Kovalyshyn, Associate Prof., Law Institute, Vasyl Stefanyk Carpathian

National University, Ivano-Frankivsk, Senior Research Associate, National Academy of

Legal Sciences of Ukraine, Kyiv

14:00–15:30 Group Work

15:30–16:00 Coffee break

16:00–18:00

(Room Nr. 017,

Ground floor)

Fundamental Rights and Obligations 

Marta Ivanchuk, Master’s student at Vasyl Stefanyk Carpathian National University, Ivano-

Frankivsk: Challenges in the Realization of Fundamental Rights of Persons with an

Undefined Legal Status under Martial Law in Ukraine

Sofiia Mariia Smetaniuk, Bachelor’s student at Vasyl Stefanyk Carpathian National

University, Ivano-Frankivsk: The Constitutional and Legal Status of Ukrainians in

Temporarily Occupied Territories

Kateryna Chernilevska, PhD student at the Department for International Law and EU Law,

Yaroslav Mudryi National Law University, Kharkiv: The Rights of Asylum Seekers and

Refugees in Ukraine

Dr. Yuliia Tsurkalenko, Research Fellow at the Chair of Public Law, in particular German

and European Administrative Law, University of Regensburg, Institute for East European

Law, Scholarship recipient of the Philipp Schwartz Initiative for researchers at risk,

Alexander von Humbold foundation: Mobilisation in Ukraine: The Issue of Balancing

Citizens’ Rights and Obligations (Ukrainian, English presentation slides)

19:00 – 20:00

(Room Nr. 017, 

Ground floor)

 

Keynote Lecture: EU Accession – a Challenge for Ukraine and the EU 

Prof. Dr. Rainer Wedde, Wiesbaden Business School, Member of the Board of the German-

Ukrainian Jurists’ Association, Co-leader of the Legal Section of the German Association

for East European Studies

20:00 Welcome Reception (Wine & Snacks), Institute for East European Law, 2  floor

nd

Wednesday, 15 October 2025

09:00–10:30

(Room Nr. 213, 

2  floor)

nd

Lessons from Southeast Europe

Dimitar Stoimenov, LLM (Osnabrück University), lawyer, part–time lecturer at the Faculty

of Law of the Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, Sofia, affiliated scientist at the

Institute for East European Law, Regensburg: Judicial Reform and Division of Powers in

Bulgaria (online)

Dr. Pavel Usvatov, Head of the Rule of Law Programme Southeast Europe, Konrad–

Adenauer Stiftung, Bucharest: The Rule of Law without Jurists? Challenges in Romania

and the Western Balkans (online)

10:30–11:00 Coffee break

11:00–12:30 Group Work (Room Nr. 213, 2  floor)

nd

12:30–14:00 Lunch break

14:00–15:45

(Room Nr. 017, 

Ground floor)

EU Enlargement and Ukraine 

Prof. Dr. Hubert Faustmann, University of Nicosia, Director of the Friedrich-Ebert-

Foundation: The Green Line in Divided Cyprus. Lessons for Ukraine (online)

Markus Knauf, Head of Division for EU Enlargement Issues, Federal Foreign Office, and

Mitja Mertens, Desk Officer for Ukraine, Federal Foreign Office: The EU Accession

Process of Ukraine with a Particular Focus on Cluster 1 – a View from the Federal Foreign

Office (online)

15:45–16:15 Coffee break

16:15–18:00

(Room Nr. 017, 

Ground floor)

Lessons from the Accession Process and Rule of Law Issues in Other Countries 

Tina de Vries, Lawyer, Senior Scientific Researcher for Polish Law, Institute for East

European Law, Regensburg/Kiel: The Crises of the Judiciary in Poland: The Case

Commission v Poland (C-448/23) before the Court of Justice of the European Union

(online)

Axel Bormann, Lawyer, Senior Scientific Researcher for Romanian and Moldovan Law,

Institute for East European Law, Regensburg: Moldova: Current Accession Status with a

Focus on Chapter 23 and 24 of the Aquis

Qetevan Qistauri, LLM, Research assistant at the Chair of public and international law,

University of Regensburg: Democratic Challenges: Georgia’s Hurdles in Joining the EU

Thursday, 16 October 2025

09:00–10:30

(Room Nr. 319,

3  floor)

rd

Criminal Law and Corruption 

Prof. Dr. Yevhen Pismenskyi, Vice-Rector for Research at King Danylo University, Ivano-

Frankivsk: Formation and Implementation of Ukraine’s Criminal Law Policy on Combating

Corruption Offences under Martial Law

Leila Bičakčič, Executive Director at the Center for Investigative Reporting, Sarajevo:

Criminal Law and the Fight against Corruption in the Western Balkans (online)

10:30–11:00 Coffee break

11:00–12:30 Group Work

12:30– 13:30 Lunch break

13:30–15:30

(Room Nr. 319,

3  floor)

rd

Anti–Corruption Measures in Central Asia 

Ilkhom Norov, PhD candidate, member of the junior research group “Legal Transfer and

Legal Development in Central Asia”, DAAD Scholarship recipient, University of

Regensburg: Legal and Institutional Transplants in Anti–Corruption Reforms of Central

Asian Countries

Bekmamat Mederov, Scholarship recipient of the CrossCulture Programme, Institute for

Foreign Cultural Relations, visiting scholar at Institute for East European Law,

Regensburg, project manager at the Central Asian Research Institute on Corruption and

Money Laundering, Bishkek: Corruption Prevention in the Republic of Kyrgyzstan

15:30–16:00 Coffee break

16:00–18:30

(Room Nr. 319,

3  floor)

rd

The Fight against Corruption in Ukraine 

Dmytro Honcharenko, Bachelor’s student at Yaroslav Mudryi National Law University,

Kharkiv: Combating Corruption: Current Challenges and Legal Countermeasures

Dmytro Dron,Master’s student at King Danylo University, Ivano-Frankivsk: Building

Integrity: Anti-Corruption Measures in the EU Accession Journey

Yuliia Strypa, Bachelor’s student at Vasyl Stefanyk Carpathian National University, Ivano-

Frankivsk: Ukraine’s Anti-Corruption Infrastructure in the Context of European

Integration: The Significance of NABU’s Independence

Yuliia Hnidan, PhD student, Tender Committee of the Vasyl Stefanyk Carpathian National

University, Ivano-Frankivsk: The State of the Anti-Corruption System in Public

Procurement: Achievements, Challenges, and Prospects

Halyna Yefimenko, PhD student at the Department of Administrative Law, Yaroslav Mudryi

National Law University, Kharkiv: Ukraine’s Achievements in Combating Corruption in the

Context of Wartime Challenges

Polina Novostroina, Master’s student at Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv:

Compliance Culture in Ukraine

Friday, 17 October 2025

09:00– 10:30

(Room Nr. 319,

3  floor)

rd

Minority Rights 

Dr. Yevhenii Tkachenko, Associate Prof., Yaroslav Mudryi National Law University, Kharkiv:

Protection of National Minority Rights in the Context of Ukraine’s Compliance with the

Requirements for EU Membership

Lea Pheiffer, Master’s student at University of Regensburg, student assistant at Think

Space Ukraine, thematic field “War, Peace, and Post-War Order”, Regensburg: Hungary’s

Political Narratives on Minority Rights in Transcarpathia and their Role in Ukraine’s EU

Accession

Sofiia Flisak, Bachelor’s student at King Danylo University, Ivano-Frankivsk: The

Importance of Civil Partnerships in Protecting Human Rights During War and

Reconstruction

10:30–11:00 Coffee break

11:00–12:30

(Room Nr. 319, 

3  floor)

rd

Justice Reform 

Dr. Oleksandr Kovalyshyn, Associate Prof., Law Institute, Vasyl Stefanyk Carpathian

National University, Ivano–Frankivsk, Senior Research Associate, National Academy of Legal

Sciences of Ukraine, Kyiv: Reform of Civil Procedural Law in Ukraine: (Un)solved Issues and

Prospects

Oleh Chovhan, Master’s student at King Danylo University, Ivano–Frankivsk: Judicial

Reform: Prospects of Digitisation of Court Proceedings and Access to Justice

Dariia Sydor, Bachelor’s student at King Danylo University, Ivano–Frankivsk: Justice Reform

and Responses to Conflict–Related Sexual Violence in Ukraine

12:30–13:30 Lunch break

13:30–14:45 Group Work

14:45–15:15 Coffee break

15:15–16:30

(Room Nr. 319,

3  floor)

rd

Participation at the Annual Conference of the German-Ukrainian Jurists’ Association 

– Webinar, German, Ukrainian with simultaneous translation –

Antje Himmelreich, Senior Scientific Researcher for the Law of the Post-Soviet Region,

Institute for East European Law, Member of the Management Board at Think-Space

Ukraine, co-coordinator of the thematic field “War, Peace, and Post-War Order”,

Regensburg: The Way Out of the Constitutional Crisis: On the Reform of the Ukrainian

Constitutional Court

16:30–17:30

(Room Nr. 319,

3  floor)

rd

Presentation of the Results of the Group Work and Discussion 

17:30–18:00 Concluding Remarks and Ceremonial Certificate Presentation

19:30 Final Joint Dinner, “Bischofshof am Dom”, Krauterermarkt 3, 93047 Regensburg

Saturday, 18 October 2025

Leisure Time

Sunday, 19 October 2025

Departure of the Participants from Ukraine


